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CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
MINUTES 

Regular Meeting of December 14, 2015 at 7:00 pm 
Meeting Room #3, Municipal Center, 3 Primrose Street, Newtown, CT 

 
These Minutes are Subject to Approval by the Conversation Commission 

 
 
In Attendance: Bill Darrin, Jim Ryan, Mark Boland, Karlyn Sturmer, Thomas Philbrick 
Staff:  Dawn Fried, Clerk 
 
Mr. Darrin opened the meeting at 7:02 pm. 
 
Mr. Darrin stated that Mr. Boland is sharing time with the Board of Finance and will have 
to depart the CC meeting by 7:45 pm.  That being said any matter requiring a vote or 
will likely need a vote should be voted on before Mr. Boland leaves. 
 
Mr. Philbrick stated that nominating a chair of the Conservation Commission should be 
acted on.  Mr. Darrin stated for the record that he will be leaving the Conservation 
Commission and this meeting would be his last.    
 
Mr. Darrin requested a motion to nominate a new Chairman. Mr. Philbrick nominated 
Mr. Ryan.  Ms. Sturmer questioned if Mr. Ryan, with his busy schedule, would have time 
for the Chair position.  Mr. Ryan responded that he has opened up his schedule to allow 
for the necessary time to make it fruitful and to live up to the high standards set by 
previous Chairs. Mr. Boland seconded.  All in favor. 
 
ACTION ITEMS 
 
Permanent Sandy Hook Memorial 
 
Mr. Ryan made a motion to approve the High Meadow as the proposed site for the 
Permanent Sandy Hook Memorial.   
 
Since “Public Participation” was skipped to due Mr. Boland’s early departure, Mr. Darrin 
allowed the public to participate at this time.  
 
 
PUBLIC PARTICPATION 
 
Ann Astarita, Lyrical Lane, Newtown, CT, read a letter for the record referencing “Sandy 
Hook Permanent Memorial Commission (“SHPMC”) Plan to Develop Portion of High 
Meadow” asking the Commission to “please consider the following before making your 
precedent-setting decision:”.  The letter dated December 14, 2014, is available in the 
Land Use office at the Newtown Town Hall. 
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Joseph Hovious, Leopard Dr, Newtown CT, stated there are 35 years of commissioner 
experience in the signatures on the “SHPMC” letter read by Ms. Astarita.  Mr. Hovious 
commented that the High Meadow property is “the best piece of Open Space (O.S.) 
owned by the Town of Newtown”.  Mr. Hovious is hopeful the Conservation Commission 
and other commissions can be respectful of this piece of O.S. property. 
 
Holly Kocet, Karen Blvd, Newtown, CT, respectfully requested that the Commission 
oppose the Sandy Hook memorial at the High Meadow.  Ms. Kocet is concerned with 
the nesting and migration of birds, protection of wildlife and shrinking wildlife habitat. 
 
 
Permanent Sandy Hook Memorial Continued 
 
Mr. Ryan made a motion which Mr. Philbrick read for the record.  “The Town of 
Newtown Conservation Commission, acting in its capacity as stewards of open space 
resources, supports in principle, the Memorial Commission’s use of lands adjacent to 
and within an area referred to as the “High Meadow”, providing appropriate sensitivity to 
the important ecological value of this area be taken into consideration during design and 
development of a permanent memorial”.  Seconded by Mr. Philbrick. 
 
The Commission had a lengthy discussion regarding the use of High Meadow as the 
Sandy Hook permanent memorial site.   
 
Mr. Ryan believes the SHPMC will invite the CC to participate in the process. By 
cooperatively working together this would ensure that the appropriate sensitivity and 
necessary respect will be given to this ecological location.  Mr. Ryan stated that moving 
forward with this motion will allow the CC a “seat at the table” for further discussion. 
 
Ms. Sturmer is concerned with the intrusion of a road, parking spaces, light and security 
cameras.  Ms. Sturmer feels strongly that this memorial will be intruding upon a natural 
habitat. Ms. Sturmer pointed out the mandated roles of the CC some of which are the 
acquisition and preservation of Open Space. Ms. Sturmer feels this process is moving 
along and the SHPMC has not been above board.  Ms. Sturmer would like to establish 
“some sense of resistance”. 
 
Mr. Philbrick agreed that the process has moved along without the influence of the CC 
but believes going forward that supporting this motion is a way of getting the CC 
involved.  Mr. Philbrick is hoping for a “seat at the table” which would enable the CC to 
have input, influence and mitigate impacts in regards to the decision making process.   
 

Vote: Mr. Darrin  Abstained 
Mr. Philbrick  Yes  
Mr. Boland Yes 

 Mr. Ryan Yes 
 Ms. Sturmer No 

 
Motion passes by a vote of 3 to 1 with one abstention. 
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Ms. Sturmer read a letter for the record referenced, “It is the role of the Conservation 

Commission to increase and protect Open Space in Newtown”.  The letter dated December 
14, 2014 is available in the Land Use office at the Newtown Town Hall. 
 
Mr. Ryan will be drafting a letter with the assistance of the Conservation Commission to 
the SHPMC to effectively involve the CC with the permanent memorial design process. 
 
 
ACTION ITEMS 
 
Stone Bridge 
 
Mr. Jeremy Clark, Clark Forestry Services, Middletown, CT, gave a general overview of 
his business and explained his past experience with forest management planning.  Mr. 
Clark will prepare a forest management plan for the Stone Bridge Open Space property 
for the CC to review. Mr. Clark’s plan will focus on forest health and a young forest 
habitat which will protect and create a habitat for the New England Cottontail as well as 
other native species and wildlife.  Mr. Clark will use the Yale Study as a broad 
informational tool.  Mr. Clark passed out a “General Format for Management Plans” 
which outlines a format for a management plan.   A site walk is tentatively scheduled for 
January with Mr. Clark and the Commissioners.    
 
COMMISSION APPOINTMENT 
 
The Commissioners discussed the process of appointing a new Commissioner.  Mr. 
Ryan will contact the new Commissioner. 
 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF NOV 9, 2015 

 
Under Public Participation add “Ann Astarita in attendance”. Mr. Darrin requested a 
motion to approve minutes of November 9, 2015 with suggested revision.  Mr. Philbrick 
so moved.  Ms. Sturmer seconded.  All in favor. 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Ms. Sturmer questioned the status of the Deep Brook information that was removed 
from the kiosks last January.  Mr. Zakur of Candlewood Valley Trout Unlimited had 
approval from the CC to allow for the Deep Brook information to be posted.  That 
information was removed and has not been replaced.  Mr. Ryan will contact Mr. Sibley 
to find out the status of that information and will invite Mr. Zakur to come to the next CC 
meeting. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS 
 
Set CC Meeting Calendar for 2016 
 
The Commission discussed having one meeting on the 4th Tuesday of every month in 
2016 unless deemed necessary to add the second meeting on the 2nd Monday.  Mr. 
Ryan made a motion to adopt the provided schedule for 2016.  Ms. Sturmer seconded. 
All in favor. 
 
For the record, the Commissioners thanked Mr. Darrin for Chairing the Board for the 
past three years and for his contributions and commitment to the Newtown community. 
Mr. Darrin thanked the Commission. 
 
 
Adjournment   
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:55 pm. 


















